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California Gov. Gavin Newsom speaks to reporters about his executive order advising that nonessential gatherings of more than 250 people 
should be canceled until at least the end of March, during a news conference in Sacramento on Thursday. 


Executive order: 
Newsom shuts down 
gatherings of 250 or more 


By Hayley Munguia 
hmunguia@scng.com 
@hemdash on Twitter 


A cascade of events were canceled 
or postponed and large entertainment 
venues will be temporarily closed 
throughout Southern California in 
the wake of Gov. Gavin Newsom’s an- 
nouncement late Wednesday for large 
gatherings to be nixed amid growing 
concerns over the novel coronavirus. 

Cancellations of events and the clo- 
sure of various venues came one after 
the other Thursday and touched Los 
Angeles, Orange, Riverside and San 
Bernardino counties. 

The scope was staggering. 

Disneyland Resort. Dodger and 
Angel stadiums. Staples Center. The 
Acura Grand Prix of Long Beach. The 
Rose Bowl. All U.S. and international 
arena tours run by the concert pro- 
moter LiveNation. 

In total, the venues and events 
officials announced would go dark 
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MORE INSIDE 


= Cal State San Bernardino moving to- 
ward virtual classes in spring. PAGE A5 

= Coronavirus fears disrupt theater, 
concerts, festivals, WonderCon. PAGE A6 
= The escalating coronavirus emergency 
sent the stock market Thursday into 

its worst slide since the Black Monday 
crash of 1987. PAGE a12 
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Nurse Bernardette Toledo helps keep the mood light with regular blood donor Richard 
Gomes of Angelus Oaks at the San Bernardino-based LifeStream blood bank on Thursday. 
A majority of chairs were open at the facility, which has had six blood drives canceled in 
the wake of the novel coronavirus scare, meaning the agency is scrambling to provide 80 
Southern California hospitals with blood for transfusions. 


Health: As dozens of blood drives dry up, officials 
say it is safe for healthy people to make donations 


By Scott Schwebke 
sschwebke@scng.com 
@thechalkoutline on Twitter 


As Southern California blood bank do- 
nations shrink amid the novel coronavi- 
rus concerns, officials say it remains safe 
for healthy individuals to donate and are 
urging organizations to maintain sched- 
uled blood drives. 

At LifeStream, a San Bernardino blood 


bank serving 80 Southern California hos- 
pitals, at least a dozen drives have been 
canceled that could have provided more 
than 1,200 units of needed blood, which 
would have been enough to treat up to 
3,000 patients, said Dr. Joe Chaffin, the 
company’s chief medical officer. 

In most cases, the drives were aban- 
doned by organizers amid fears that do- 
nors could contract or spread COVID-19, 
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Power lines 
to prevent 
oulages 
approved 


City was the only one of 
its size in area with just 
one connection to grid 


By Ryan Hagen 
rhagen@scng.com 
@rmhagen on Twitter 


Riverside received approval 
Thursday for a second connection 
to the state power grid that it’s 
been seeking for more than two 
decades as a way to prevent most 
of the city from losing electricity. 

The city is the only one of its 
size in Southern California with- 
out a second connection that can 
act as a backup if one line is dam- 
aged, Riverside officials say. That 
leaves the city vulnerable to an 
outage like the one that left most 
of the city without power in 2007. 

By 2026, it will have one, if the 
project approved Thursday by the 
California Public Utilities Com- 
mission remains on schedule. 

Neighboring cities including 
Jurupa Valley, where the lines 
would run, sued over an earlier 
version of the project, saying over- 
head lines would hurt views and 
property values. Others warned 
that above-ground lines could ig- 
nite a wildfire. 

In response, the version of the 
project approved Thursday would 
put the lines underground, as 
long as Jurupa Valley agrees to 
a superior easement — a way to 
stop the city from later requiring 
that the lines be moved. 

Known as the Riverside Trans- 
mission Reliability Project, or 
RTRP, the project will build a 
230-kilovolt substation near the 
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Disneyland, 
Universal 
Studios closing 
amid outbreak 


By Brady MacDonald 


bmacdonald@scng.com 


All of Disney’s theme parks 
around the world will soon be 
closed amid concerns about the 
novel coronavirus pandemic as 
entertainment and sporting ven- 
ues across the United States be- 
gan shuttering their operations en 
masse. 

Disneyland and Disney Califor- 
nia Adventure will close on Sat- 
urday and remain closed through 
March 31. 

Universal Studios Hollywood 
also announced it will close Satur- 
day and remain shuttered through 
March 28. 

Gov. Gavin Newsom issued an 
executive order preventing the 
gathering of more than 250 peo- 
ple at a site but exempted theme 
parks, theaters and casinos. 

The four Disney World theme 
parks and the two Disneyland 
Paris parks will close on Sunday 
and remain closed until the end 
of the month. The Disney Cruise 
Line will suspend new departures 
for the rest of the month beginning 
Saturday. 

“While there have been no re- 
ported cases of COVID-19 at Dis- 
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BOOK NOW AND RECEIVE UP TO 


$2,500 OFF Per stateroom’ 


SPECIAL OFFER: 
DOUBLE AAA MEMBER BENEFIT : 


$200 per person onboard credit 
for sailings of 7 nights or longer of 7 nights or longer and $100 per person onboard credit for sailings up to 6 nights offer is 


valid on AAA American Queen Steamboat Company cruise vacation bookings made through 
leasant Holidays by 03/31/2020 for travel as specified above. Note: pre-night hotel stay, when 


Riverside 


6° 61/51 


Temecula: Desert: Mountains: 
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applicable, does not apply 


AAA TRAVELS WITH YOU 


CALL: 1-800-741-1659 CLICK: AAA.com/Travel 
VISIT: Your Local AAA Branch 


1Up to $2,500 OFF per stateroom Offer: Valid on new, paid-in-full bookings made by 
03/31/2020 for travel 01/05/2020 — 12/29/2020 on select American Queen Steamboat 
Company voyages and app! 
his offer. Offer excludes American Queen: cabin categories SI and OS; American Countess 
cabin category SO; American Duchess cabin category: OS; American Empress cabin categories 
SO and LS. Offer is based on cabin availability and only while inventory lasts. Not valid on Group 
ookings or existing reservations; cannot be combined with other promotions or discounts. Solo 
ravelers pay a single-supp 
are capacity-controlled, may vary by sailing and may be withdrawn without notice. Additional 
terms and conditions may apply — call for details. 
2AAA Vacations® Member Benefit: Exclusive $200 onboard credit per person offer for sailings 


icable cabins. Full payment at time of booking is required to redeem 


ement rate, varies by sailing date. Promotional fares and amenities 


o the cruise duration as an onboard night. Consecutive sailings for 


$ i 
1 00 per person onboard credit he same passenger will receive the applicable OBC amount for each leg (includes all Mighty 


for sailings up to 6 nights 


Pre 
American Countess™ 


Mississippi cruises). $100 per booking onboard credit valid on itineraries booked through 
leasant Holidays. Discouni 
Advance reservations through AAA Vacations® Travel required to obtain Member Benefits and 
savings which may vary based on departure date. Not responsible for errors or omissions. 


A C date. c ; ; 
PLUS $ 1 00 SAVI NGS leasant Holidays acts only as an agent for cruise & tour providers listed. CST# 1007939-10. 
per booking Copyright©2020 Pleasant Holidays, LLC. All Rigi ips’ Regi i 


is per booking and taken at time of booking. 
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